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i. 1%o opsratloital requireneata of a*ay aaer groups 
varies to sacB an extent tlMt tape recorders mmy ealiibit vide-* 
ly different character Istlcs . t^e ccMplete operational range 
varies free very low tf^M» speeds at low data rates for long 
term recordlc^, to rolatively bigb tape speette at cBkta rates 
of sam^gacyele or higher. 


Baaed upon an evaluation of these varied operational 
nme^f the concept of a Kodular Frograaaed ‘^pe Becorder %ms 
evolved^ which with only ©ae tape transport and a choice of 
associated electronics > i^uld sake it possible to sect isany 
of these needs with a aialKum Investnent in ecpilpsent. 

Use essential characteristics of this recorder are as 
follows. The sine of the isachlae will be 4 x 11 x 13 inches, 
utilizing 10-1/2 inch MAS standard hub reels of 1/2 inch tape 
in a coaxially stacked configuration. Modular progranming of 
the functions will peralt operation over a wide range of AC 
sains voltage and frequency, or from a variety of IXJ power 
sources. Tape w»tion «ay be prograased for any speed from 
to 60 inches per second. Other options will penait 
programing for single or multiple passes of the tape; a 
choice of the nuMber of recorded tracks per pass with a maximum 
of 7 recorded tracks; and a cbolce of heads and appropriate 
electronics to determine the bandwidth of the recorded infor- 
mation. 

CNace the recorder has been programmed with suitable 
mdules for a specific ftoactloa, the operator will only be 
ceacerned with turning the recorder ON and OKF, and with 
changing tape reels as required. 
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2. nvB (3) eosaq^nios wore requested to aotxBiit bids 
tor tbe doTdlo^ont of the recorder^ based on Specifi cation 

subait ted a ’ He Bid ** > 

submitted 

bids as refaested, 25X1 A5ai 


Foiloving aa evaluatioa of the three bids, the 
pr«q|K»sal was rejected oa the basis of price and because it 
ais^ared that there were a lamber of areas of uncertainty in 
their technical a^^oach. 25X1 A5ai 


la wOciBg the choice betweea the final 

determiaatioa became one of jprice alone* Although the tech- 
aical approach is radically different in each case, the 
feasibility of each concept has been Imsed on proren per*- 
tm^imnce in jMrsswhat siailiar, bidirectional recorders. 


Althouid} the quotation for Vhase X of each conpany is 
al»ast Identical, the quo^ for the complete program shows a 
mrhed difference, with the low bidder. 

Omq^letlon of Thase I as funded within this fiscal year 
will result in an eaflneeriag ’’breadboard” of the traas’ 

port syst^, and sufficient elfiNstronlcs to prove the feas- 
ibility of the concept. Initiation of ntiase tl will be 
continsent upon evaluation of the program at the appropriate 
time, and funding within this next fiscal year. 


25X1A5a1 


3* it is I therefore, requested that a Task Order be 
assignedtothe^fosio Agreement with 

for Phase I only in accordance with the 
attachments as amended by this memorandum. 25X1 A5a1 


iince 
that there 


funding will be <k>ne by phases, I 
will be an additional aum of dne 


■ has advised 
(1) <h>llar as a 
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<i«»cri|K5d on pag© 3*2 of 

a ^ a c ted^ ifexiular i^ogriuiaod l^p© fi©cord®r*‘, 


25X1 A9a 


th. *»o»ibea oa page 3-5 of 

*f and will b© a working breadboard «odel 
^^^^^sjje^^eordor. The cognisant project engineer is 

extension 451$, 
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